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washed their feet. By his deference, prudence, zeal, and charity he won
the affection of Eusebius, who conceived the highest esteem for him, and
made great use of his councils in all affairs. That prelate dying about
the middle of the year 370, in the arms of Basil, the saint was chosen and
consecrated archbishop of that metropolitical church. St Athanasius
expressed an extraordinary joy at this promotion, which already announced
the greatest victories over a triumphing heresy.

St Basil being placed in this dignity, seemed as much to surpass him-
self as he had before surpassed others. He preached to his people even
on working days, both morning and evening. He established at Caesarea
many devout practices which he had seen observed in Egypt, Syria, and
other places; as that of all meeting in the church to public morning
prayer, and singing certain psalms together before sunrise, at which many
assisted with the deepest compunction and with torrents of tears.1 He
testifies that the people then communicated at Caesarea every Sunday,
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday, and on all the feasts of the martyrs.2
When the province was afflicted with a great drought, the good pastor
prostrated himself in prayer before God till the scourge was removed,
as his brother of Nyssa relates. If it be one of the principal duties of a
bishop to look upon himself as the guardian and trustee of the poor, as
St Justin styles him,3 this charge St Basil most faithfully fulfilled. Besides
his other excessive charities he founded a vast hospital, which Nazianzen
calls a new city, which continued famous long after his time and was from
him called Basiliades. The same author says that, " Having well con-
sidered it, he thought it might deservedly be reckoned among the miracles
of the world; so numerous were the poor and sick that came thither, and
so admirable was the care and order with which they were served." St
Basil frequently visited it, comforted the patients, and instructed and
preached to them. His compassion for the spiritual miseries of souls
which vice, heresy, and schism seduced was to him a perpetual source
of tears and sighs to the Father of Mercies in their behalf; and his zeal
made him spare no pains and fear no dangers to apply all possible remedies
to their evils. Of this we have a remarkable proof in the glorious triumph
which he gained over the Emperor Valens.

That prince, seeing this saint stand as an impregnable tower, baffling
all the efforts of his heresy, resolved to remove him out of the way. By
several acts of violence and persecution he had already struck a terror
into the orthodox pastors. Reeking with the blood of many martyrs,
Valens passed like lightning through several provinces, blasting them
with Arianism, and arrived in Cappadocia ready to dart his thunder upon
the great Archbishop of Caesarea, who alone stood more in his way than
all the rest together. He sent before him the Prefect Modestus, with
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